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OPTIONS
INTRODUCTION

Int roduct ion  for  Pup i ls

Be l ieve  i t  o r  not ,  th is  book le t  i s  one  of  the  most  impor tant  you  w i l l  read .  For  the
f i rs t  t ime  in  n ine  years  o f  educat ion ,  you  get  the  chance  to  choose  some of  the
sub jec ts  you  s tudy .  I t ’ s  an  exc i t ing  t ime ,  but  a lso  a  ve ry  impor tant  one ,  because
the  dec is ions  you  make  cou ld  p lay  a  b ig  par t  in  your  fu tu re  p rogress ion .   

For  th is  reason ,  you  shou ld  take  your  t ime  and  ta lk  to  peop le  before  you  dec ide
your  opt ions .  Ta lk  to  your  parents  /  care rs ;  they  w i l l  have  made  s imi la r
dec is ions  in  the  past  and  w i l l  be  ab le  to  he lp  you .  Ta lk  to  your  teachers ;  they
wi l l  te l l  you  whether  they  th ink  the i r  sub jec t  i s  su i tab le  fo r  you ,  and  they  can
answer  any  quest ions  you  might  have .  Ta lk  to  o lder  pup i ls ,  who  a re  a l ready
do ing  courses  that  you  might  be  in te res ted  in ;  they  w i l l  know exact l y  what  each
sub jec t  i s  l i ke .  Ta lk  to  your  fo rm tu tors  too ,  they  can  g ive  you  unb iased  adv ice .  

In t roduct ion  for  Parents  /  Carers

Th is  book le t  i s  des igned  to  he lp  your  ch i ld  make  the  best  cho ice  o f  sub jec ts  to
s tudy  a t  GCSE /  Vocat iona l  l eve l .  For  parents  /  care rs  th is  can  be  qu i te  a
confus ing  t ime.  You  w i l l  want  to  he lp  your  ch i ld  /  ch i ld ren  make  the  r igh t
cho ices ,  bu t  you  may  fee l  tha t  you  don ’ t  know enough  to  g ive  them the  r igh t
adv ice .  Any  member  o f  s ta f f  w i l l  be  more  than  w i l l i ng  to  d iscuss  your  ch i ld ’s
opt ions .  You  may  f ind  i t  he lp fu l  to  wr i te  down any  quest ions  /  concerns  you
have  and  b r ing  these  to  the  Opt ions  Taste r  Event  /  Parents ’  Even ing .

I f  you  s t i l l  have  quest ions  a f te r  the  Year  9  Opt ions  Taste r  Event ,  p lease  make  an
appo in tment  fo r  a  one - to -one  meet ing  w i th  a  sen io r  member  o f  s ta f f  f rom the
academy to  d iscuss  th ings  in  more  deta i l .  

We  hope  you  f ind  th is  year ’s  opt ion  book le t  usefu l  and  that  i t  he lps  you  make
the  best  cho ices  w i th  your  ch i ld .  Our  a im is  to  ensure  that  we  get  the  “ r igh t
pup i ls  onto  the  r igh t  courses” .  We  hope  that  th is  book le t  w i l l  he lp  you  to  suppor t
these  impor tant  dec is ions .  

Deadl ine  for  complet ion

F ina l  Opt ions  Cho ices  must  be  comple ted  v ia  the  on l ine  fo rm ( l ink  a t  the  end  of
brochure)  no  la te r  than  Sunday  8  February  2026 .  t h

 

I f  you  have  any  quest ions  about  the  opt ions  p rocess ,  p lease  emai l
j ta t te rsa l l@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk  and  inc lude  ‘Year  9  Opt ions  Query ’  i n  the
sub jec t  l i ne .  

mailto:jtattersall@longfield.nalp.org.uk


When pup i ls  reach  Year  9  in  the  UK ,  they  beg in  the  p rocess  of  se lec t ing  the
sub jects  they  w i l l  s tudy  in  Key  S tage  4  (Years  10–11) .  Th is  leads  to  the i r
GCSE ’s  wh ich  a re  a  leve l  2  qua l i f i ca t ion .

A l l  pup i ls  must  s tudy  a  min imum of  8  GCSE /  VOCATIONAL sub jec ts  unt i l
the  end  of  Year  11  inc lud ing  two  non -examinab le  sub jec ts ,  phys ica l
educat ion  and  l i fe  enr ichment  lessons  (PSHCE) .

The  8  sub jec ts  a re  shown be low and  make  up  the  Progress  8  Measure .

The  Core  Cur r icu lum inc ludes  those  sub jec ts  that  a re  compulsory  fo r  a l l
pup i ls  in  the  UK  to  s tudy  unt i l  they  leave  schoo l  in  Year  11 .  These  a re :

Eng l ish  Language  (GCSE)
Eng l ish  L i te ra tu re  (GCSE)
Mathemat ics  (GCSE)
Sc ience  –  combined  award  (GCSE)
Core  PE  (Non-examinab le )
L i fe  Enr ichment  (Non-examinab le )

GCSE CURRICULUM 

To compl iment  the  Core  Cur r icu lum,  pup i ls  then  need  to  choose  3  opt ion
cho ices .  These  shape  the  remainder  o f  a  pup i l ’ s  t imetab le  fo r  the  next  two
years  and  can  in f luence  fu tu re  pathways  such  as  A ‑ leve ls ,  apprent icesh ips ,
T ‑ leve ls ,  o r  career  cho ices .

We of fe r  a  b road  and  ba lanced  cur r icu lum,  th is  means  we  p rov ide  every
ch i ld  w i th  a  r i ch ,  va r ied ,  and  fa i r  educat iona l  exper ience  — not  jus t  a
nar row focus  on  a  few sub jec ts .  I t ’ s  about  deve lop ing  the  ch i ld
academica l l y ,  soc ia l l y ,  and  c reat i ve ly .





Curr icu lum  

Year  10  and  11  you  w i l l  fo l low the  AQA Eng l ish  Language  spec i f ica t ion .  I t  i s  a
non - t ie red  l inear  course ,  wh ich  means  a l l  pup i ls  s i t  the  same exam and  a re
graded  on  the  GCSE 1 -9  sca le .  

The  spec i f ica t ion  enab les  pup i ls  o f  a l l  ab i l i t i es  to  deve lop  the  sk i l l s  they  need  to
read ,  unders tand  and  ana lyse  a  w ide  range  of  d i f fe rent  tex ts  cover ing  the  19th ,
20th  and  21st  century .  You  w i l l  a lso  deve lop  your  wr i t ing  sk i l l s  such  as
unders tand ing  how to  wr i te  c lear l y ,  coherent l y  and  accura te ly  –  key  sk i l l s
needed  to  access  h igher  educat ion  oppor tun i t ies  as  we l l  as  fu tu re  employment .  

Assessment  

At  the  end  of  Year  11 ,  the  examinat ion  takes  the  fo rm of  two  equa l l y  ba lanced
papers  each  las t ing  1  hour  and  45  minutes ;  both  a re  wor th  50% of  the  overa l l
qua l i f i ca t ion .  Wi th in  each  paper ,  the  assessment  o f  read ing  and  wr i t ing  sk i l l s  i s
equa l l y  we ighted .  The  recent l y  in t roduced  read ing  sources  on  both  papers  ac t  as
st imu lus  fo r  the  wr i t ing  tasks ,  p rov id ing  you  w i th  a  c lear  route  th rough  each
paper .  

Paper  1  -  Exp lo ra t ions  in  Creat i ve  Read ing  and  Wr i t ing .  You  w i l l  ana lyse  how
wr i te rs  use  nar ra t i ve  and  descr ip t i ve  techn iques  to  engage  the  in te res t  o f
readers .  In  Sect ion  A ,  you  a re  expected  to  respond  to  quest ions  on  a  wr i te r ’ s  use
of  language  and  s t ruc tu re ,  as  we l l  as  jus t i f y ing  your  own op in ions  on  the  g iven
tex t  th rough  an  eva luat ion  quest ion .  In  Sect ion  B ,  you  w i l l  choose  f rom two
quest ions  and  p roduce  your  own nar ra t i ve  o r  descr ip t i ve  p iece .  

Paper  2  -  Wr i te rs ’  V iewpo in ts  and  Perspect i ves .  Read ing  sk i l l s  a re  fu r ther
deve loped  as  pup i ls  exp lo re  how d i f fe rent  wr i te rs  p resent  a  s imi la r  top ic  over
t ime ,  in  two  non - f ic t ion  unseen  tex ts .  In  Sect ion  A ,  the  quest ions  focus  on
language  ana lys is  and  compar ison  sk i l l s .  In  Sect ion  B ,  as  on  Paper  1 ,  wr i t ing
sk i l l s  a re  assessed  however ,  Paper  2  requ i res  pup i ls  to  p roduce  a  non - f ic t ion
p iece  of  the i r  own wh ich  expresses  a  c lear  and  deve loped  po in t  o f  v iew –  e .g .  a
le t te r ,  newspaper  a r t ic le  o r  speech .  

Spoken  Language  Component  

The  a im of  th is  assessment  i s  to  a l low you  to  demonst ra te  your  speak ing  and
l is ten ing  sk i l l s  by :  

G iv ing  a  p repared  spoken  p resenta t ion  in  a  fo rmal  contex t  and  on  a  spec i f ic
top ic .  

Respond ing  appropr ia te ly  to  quest ions  by  engag ing  in  d iscuss ion  about  a
chosen  top ic .  

Us ing  spoken  Standard  Eng l ish .  

CORE
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE -  AQA

Leve l  3  Qua l i f i ca t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips

Potent ia l  Careers  

Advocate
Speech  and  Language  Therap is t
Admin is t ra t ion
Journa l ism



Curr icu lum 

Al l  Year  10  and  11  pup i ls  fo l low the  AQA Eng l ish  L i te ra tu re  spec i f ica t ion ,
a longs ide  Eng l ish  Language .  I t  i s  a  non - t ie red  l inear  course ,  wh ich  means  a l l
pup i ls  s i t  the  same exam and  a re  g raded  on  the  GCSE 1 -9  sca le .  The
spec i f ica t ion  enab les  pup i ls  o f  a l l  ab i l i t i es  to  deve lop  the  sk i l l s  they  need  to
read ,  unders tand  and  ana lyse  a  range  of  cha l leng ing  l i te ra tu re  tex ts  f rom across
t ime  per iods .  In  add i t ion ,  you  w i l l  exp lo re  the  contex ts  w i th in  wh ich  these  p ieces
were  wr i t ten  and  p roduce  c lear ,  coherent  and  accura te  c r i t i ca l  essays .  Key  sk i l l s
needed  to  access  h igher  educat ion  oppor tun i t ies  a re  deve loped  and  we  a im to
insp i re  an  apprec ia t ion  o f  w ider  read ing  and  g reat  works  o f  l i te ra tu re .  

Assessment  

At  the  end  of  Year  11 ,  the  examinat ion  takes  the  fo rm of  two  papers .  Paper  1
las t ing  1  hour  and  45  minutes  and  Paper  2 ,  2  hours  15  minutes .  The
spec i f ica t ion  takes  a  sk i l l s -based  approach  that  i s  cons is tent  ac ross  tex t
genres .  Th is  means  the  mark ing  c r i te r ia  i s  the  same across  both  papers  and  a l l
sect ions ,  so  pup i ls  a re  tes ted  on  the  same sk i l l s  th roughout .  

Paper  1  -  Shakespeare  and  the  19th  Century  Nove l .  You  w i l l  s tudy  Macbeth  and  A
Chr is tmas  Caro l ;  exp lo r ing  characte rs ,  themes ,  the  wr i te rs ’  concerns  and  the
h is to r ica l  contex ts  w i th in  wh ich  each  was  wr i t ten .  A t  the  end  of  Year  11 ,  you  w i l l
be  assessed  in  a  “c losed  book”  exam (books  cannot  be  taken  in to  the  exam
i tse l f )  and  th rough  the  use  of  one  ex t rac t -based  quest ion  on  each  tex t ,  you  w i l l
be  expected  to  respond  on  both  the  ex t rac t  and  the  w ider  tex t  –  se lec t ing  key
quotes  and  ana lys ing  these  in  the  contex t  o f  the  wr i te rs ’  key  ideas .  

Paper  2  -  Modern  Texts  and  Poet ry .  You  w i l l  s tudy  An  Inspector  Ca l ls ,  a
co l lec t ion  o f  “Power  and  Conf l i c t ”  poems as  we l l  as  p repar ing  fo r  the  “Unseen
Poet ry ”  e lement  o f  the  course .  Aga in ,  the  key  focus  is  the  exp lo ra t ion  o f
characte rs  and  themes  in  l i ne  w i th  the  wr i te rs ’  concerns  and  the  h is to r ica l
contex ts  w i th in  wh ich  p ieces  were  wr i t ten .  A t  the  end  of  Year  11 ,  as  w i th  Paper
1 ,  assessment  i s  based  on  a  c losed  book  exam.  Sect ion  A  requ i res  you  to  wr i te
an  essay  on  An  Inspector  Ca l ls .  Sect ions  B  (Power  and  Conf l i c t  poems)  and  C
(unseen  poems) ,  assess  your  ab i l i t i es  to  se lec t  key  quotes ,  ana lyse  these  in  the
contex t  o f  the  wr i te rs ’  key  ideas  and  to  compare .  

Potent ia l  Careers  

Pub l isher
Author
Actor
Arch iv is t

CORE
GCSE ENGLISH L ITERATURE -  AQA

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



CORE
GCSE MATHEMATICS -  EDEXCEL
Curr icu lum

As one  of  the  core  sub jec ts ,  you  w i l l  fo l low courses  in  mathemat ics  th roughout
the  schoo l ,  accord ing  to  ind iv idua l  ab i l i t y .

You  w i l l  fo l low a  GCSE l inear  course ,  wh ich  is  assessed  by  th ree  f ina l
examinat ions  (w i th  no  coursework)  a t  the  end  of  Year  11 .  Th is  i s  sp l i t  i n to  two
t ie rs  o f  en t ry ;  H igher  (Grades  9  -  4 )  and  Foundat ion  (Grades  5  -  1 ) .  

The  maths  course  a t  Years  10  and  11 ,  bu i lds  on  the  mastery  o f  key  mathemat ica l
concepts  acqu i red  a t  Years  7  to  9 .  

The  GCSE course  is  then  taught  w i th  the  same pr inc ip les  o f  teach ing  fo r
unders tand ing  in  a l l  s t rands  of  Number ,  Rat io  and  Propor t ion ,  A lgebra ,  Shape  and
Space  and  S ta t is t ics .  There  i s  a  h igh  focus  on  p rob lem so lv ing ,  reason ing  and
communicat ing  mathemat ics  to  ensure  you  deve lop  the  sk i l l s  you  need  to  app ly  to
the  f ina l  examinat ion  quest ions .

Assessment

Edexce l  GCSE Mathemat ics  (9 -1 )  i s  assessed  in  the  fo l lowing  way :
Examinat ion  100% (no  coursework)

There  a re  2  t ie rs  fo r  GCSE Mathemat ics  w i th  the  fo l lowing  g rades  ava i lab le :
H igher  (Grades  ava i lab le :  9  to  5 )
Foundat ion  (Grades  ava i lab le :  5  to  1 )

Pup i ls  s ta r t  the i r  GCSE course  in  Year  10  fo l lowing  the  Edexce l  l i near
spec i f ica t ion .

The  GCSE requ i res  you  to  deve lop  knowledge ,  sk i l l s  and  unders tand ing  of
mathemat ica l  methods  and  concepts ,  i nc lud ing :

Number
A lgebra
Geomet ry
Measures
Sta t is t ics
Probab i l i t y

Us ing  your  knowledge  and  unders tand ing ,  you  w i l l  be  expected  to  make
connect ions  between  mathemat ica l  concepts  and  app ly  the  funct iona l  e lements  o f
mathemat ics  in  everyday  and  rea l - l i fe  s i tua t ions .

Throughout  KS4 ,  you  w i l l  fo l low a  f l igh tpath  des igned  to  your  own ind iv idua l
needs  and  to  ensure  you  ach ieve  your  fu l l  po tent ia l .  Th is  cu lminates  in  the  ent ry
fo r  e i ther  the  H igher  o r  Foundat ion  GCSE examinat ion  a t  the  end  of  Year  11 .

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips

Potent ia l  Careers  

Accountant
Teacher
Eng ineer
Forces



Curr icu lum ​

Sc ience  underp ins  the  most  fundamenta l  aspects  o f  ever yday  l i fe ,  and  a  sound
unders tand ing  of  sc ient i f i c  p r inc ip les  i s  essent ia l  in  our  rap id ly  advanc ing  21st
centur y  soc ie ty.  Many  of  the  sk i l l s  taught  a re  t ransfe rab le  to  o ther  sub jec ts  and
wi l l  suppor t  l ea rn ing  th roughout  the  cur r icu lum. ​

We be l ieve  that  sc ience  has  someth ing  to  o f fe r  ever y  pup i l .  That ’s  why  a l l  pup i ls
wi l l  s tudy  Edexce l  Combined  Sc ience  (9 -1 )  a t  Key  S tage  4 .  Th is  qua l i f i ca t ion  is
wor th  2  GCSE ’s  and  su i ts  pup i ls  o f  a l l  ab i l i t i es  and  a l l  asp i ra t ions .  ​

Combined  Sc ience  opens  a  w ide  range  of  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  Post  -16  S tudy
inc lud ing  A -Leve ls ,  T-Leve ls  and  Vocat iona l  routes . ​

Bio logy :  ​
Key  concepts ;  ce l l s  and  cont ro l ;  genet ics ,  na tu ra l  se lec t ion  and  genet ic
modi f ica t ion ;  hea l th ,  d isease  and  deve lopment  o f  med ic ines ;  p lant  s t ruc tu res  and
the i r  funct ions ;  an imal  coord inat ion ,  cont ro l  and  homeostas is ;  exchange  and
t ranspor t  in  an imals ;  ecosystems and  natura l  se lec t ion . ​

Chemist r y :  ​
Key  concepts ;  s ta tes  o f  mat te r  and  mix tu res ;  chemica l  changes ;  ex t rac t ing  meta ls
and  equ i l ib r ia ;  g roups  of  the  per iod ic  tab le ;  ra tes  o f  react ion  and  energy  changes ;
fue ls  and  ear th  sc ience . ​

Phys ics : ​
Key  concepts ;  mot ion  and  fo rces ;  conser vat ion  o f  energy ;  waves ,  l i gh t  and  the  EM
spect rum;  rad ioact i v i t y ;  fo rces  and  the i r  e f fec t ;  e lec t r ic i t y  and  c i rcu i ts ;
magnet ism and  the  motor  e f fec t ;  EM induct ion ;  par t ic le  mode l ;  fo rces  and  mat te r. ​

Assessment  ​

The  Combined  Sc ience  GCSE is  examined  by  s ix  1  hour  10  min  wr i t ten  exams ,
each  of  wh ich  is  wor th  16 .7%.  There  a re  two  exams on  each  sub jec t  B io logy,
Chemist r y  and  Phys ics . ​

There  a re  18  requ i red  p ract ica ls  that  a re  de l i ve red  th roughout  the  course  and
quest ions  re la t ing  to  these  p ract ica ls  w i l l  be  on  the  wr i t ten  exam papers .

CORE
COMBINED SCIENCE -  EDEXCEL

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips

Potent ia l  Careers  

Pharmacis t
Paramedic
Animal  Care
Forens ics



CORE CURRICULUM OFFER

Phys ica l  Educat ion

Core  PE  a ims  to  p rov ide  pup i ls  w i th
a  w ide  range  of  spor ts  and  phys ica l
ac t i v i t i es .  Th is  invo lves  more
ind iv idua l  spor ts  l i ke  swimming ,
a th le t ics  and  hea l th  re la ted  f i tness
a longs ide  more  t rad i t iona l  teams
games  such  as  netba l l ,  footba l l  and
rugby .  

The  cur r icu lum is  des igned  to  a l low
pup i ls  to  be  l i fe  long  par t ic ipators  in
spor t ,  and  equ ip  them wi th  the  sk i l l s
and  knowledge  they  w i l l  requ i re  to
par t ic ipate  in  spor t  we l l  i n to  the i r
young  adu l thood  and  beyond .  

L i fe  Cur r icu lum

Pup i ls  w i l l  comple te  one  lesson  per
week  of  L i fe  Cur r icu lum in  Years  10  and
11  regard less  o f  the i r  o ther  opt ions .
Pup i ls  w i l l  l ea rn  about  a  range  of  top ics
drawn f rom the  PSHE cur r icu lum
inc lud ing  but  not  l im i ted  to  Sex  and
Re la t ionsh ips  Educat ion ,  F inanc ia l
Educat ion  and  C i t i zensh ip .  The  top ics
in  L i fe  Cur r icu lum re la te  to  pup i ls  rea l
exper iences  outs ide  o f  schoo l  and
many  top ics  have  d i rec t  l i nks  to
contex tua l  rea l  wor ld  events  in  the
news.
 
As  we l l  as  fu l f i l l i ng  the  s ta tu tory
requ i rements  fo r  PSHE ,  pup i ls  w i l l  a lso
learn  about  mora l  and  e th ica l  i ssues
and  re l ig ious  responses  to  them.  Th is
wi l l  enab le  pup i ls  to  const ruct  and
exp la in  the i r  own op in ions  on  these
issues .  The  a im of  L i fe  Cur r icu lum is  to
prepare  pup i ls  fo r  adu l t  l i fe  in  modern
soc ie ty .  
Through  learn ing  about  o thers ’  v iews
and  deve lop ing  the i r  own ,  pup i ls  w i l l  be
prepared  fo r  the  range  of  ideas  they
wi l l  encounter  when  they  leave  schoo l .
 



OPTIONS



Curr icu lum

Th is  i s  an  exc i t ing  and  engag ing  course  that  w i l l  p rov ide  pup i ls  w i th  the
oppor tun i ty  to  ga in  a  b road  unders tand ing  of  h is to ry .  I t  w i l l  enab le  you  to
invest igate  past  soc ie t ies ,  peop le ,  events ,  changes  and  issues  and  to  assess  the
use  of  a  va r ie ty  o f  ev idence  f rom documents  to  v ideos  and  museums.  I t  w i l l
teach  you  to  p resent  f ind ings  and  op in ions  w i th  c la r i t y  and  conf idence  wh i ls t
s t imu la t ing  your  genera l  in te res t  in  s tudy ing  o ther  past  soc ie t ies .

Assessment

Paper  1 :  Med ic ine  in  B r i ta in  1250-present  day  &  The  Surgery  &  Treatment  on  the
Western  F ront  (AO1 ,  AO2 &  AO3) .  
1  hour  20  minutes .

Paper  2 :  Ear l y  E l i zabethan  Eng land  1558-1588  &  Superpower  re la t ions  and  the
Co ld  War  1941-91  (AO1 &  AO2) .  
1  hour  50  minutes .

Paper  3 :  We imar  &  Naz i  Germany  1918-1939  (AO1 ,  AO2 ,  AO3 &  AO4.  
1  hour  30  minutes .

Pupi ls  a re  assessed  on  the  fo l lowing :

AO1:  Demonst ra t ing  the i r  knowledge  and  unders tand ing  of  the  per iods  s tud ied
(wor th  35%)

AO2:  Ana lys is  o f  second-order  concepts  e .g .  causat ion ,  consequence ,  change ,
cont inu i ty  &  s ign i f icance  (wor th  35%)

AO3:  Ana lys is  and  eva luat ion  o f  contemporary  sources  (wor th  15%)

AO4:  Ana lys is  and  eva luat ion  o f  h is to r ica l  in te rp re ta t ions  (wor th  15%)

Th is  sub jec t  i s  h igh ly  reward ing .  V i ta l  sk i l l s  such  as  ana lys is ,  research ,
d iscuss ion ,  se lec t ing  and  dep loy ing  ev idence  w i l l  be  improved  th rough  the  s tudy
of  th is  course .  The  ab i l i t y  to  read  and  s tudy  in  depth  is  necessary  fo r  success  in
th is  sub jec t .  Pup i ls  who  opt  fo r  GCSE H is tory  w i l l  f ind  th is  course  both
cha l leng ing  and  en joyab le .

GCSE HISTORY -  EDEXCEL

Potent ia l  Careers

Publ isher
L ibrar ian
Lawyer
Research  Ana lys is

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

Why s tudy  geography?  There  has  never  been  a  more  impor tant  o r  re levant  t ime
to  s tudy  geography .  The  sub jec t  a l lows  you  to  deve lop  your  cur ios i t y  and  app ly
th is  to  cur rent  a f fa i rs  and  w ider  soc ia l  contex ts .  Wi th  g rowing  in te res t  in  i ssues
such  as  c l imate  change ,  migra t ion ,  env i ronmenta l  degradat ion  and  soc ia l
cohes ion ,  geography  is  one  of  the  most  re levant  courses  you  cou ld  choose  to
s tudy .  

Geography  a f fo rds  the  oppor tun i ty  to  make  pos i t i ve  g loba l  cont r ibut ions  to
soc ie ty  and  have  spat ia l  awareness  of  the  wor ld  in  wh ich  you  l i ve .  Geography  is
a  dynamic  sub jec t  wh ich  is  cont inuous ly  evo lv ing  as  soc ie ty  changes  and  w i l l
p romote  cur ios i t y  w i th in  you .  Whatever  your  pass ion  fo r  the  wor ld ,  whether  i t  i s
w i th  phys ica l  l andscapes ,  cur rent  a f fa i rs  o r  concerns  about  inequa l i t y ,
geography  w i l l  p rov ide  you  w i th  the  knowledge  and  t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s  wh ich  w i l l
reward  you  persona l l y  and  advance  you  p rofess iona l l y .  

As  geographers  deve lop  a  vast  a r ray  o f  t ransfe rab le  sk i l l s ,  they  a re  h igh ly
employab le  across  a  range  of  d i f fe rent  careers .  These  inc lude  town p lann ing ,
res ident ia l  su rveyor ,  secondary  schoo l  teacher ,  susta inab i l i t y  consu l tant ,
in te rnat iona l  a id/deve lopment  worker ,  eng ineer  and  many  more .

Assessment

Geography  is  assessed  in  the  fo l lowing  way :

Paper  One :  L i v ing  w i th  the  Phys ica l  Env i ronment .  Th is  un i t  compr ises  Phys ica l
Landscapes  in  the  UK ,  the  Cha l lenge  of  Natura l  Hazards ,  and  the  L iv ing  Wor ld .
Th is  exam cont r ibutes  to  35% of  f ina l  marks .  The  length  o f  the  exam is  1  hour
30  minutes .  

Paper  Two:  Cha l lenges  in  the  Human Env i ronment .  Th is  un i t  compr ises  Chang ing
Economic  Wor ld ,  U rban  Issues  and  Cha l lenges ,  and  the  Cha l lenge  of  Resource
Management .  Th is  exam cont r ibutes  to  35% of  f ina l  marks .  The  length  o f  the
exam is  1  hour  30  minutes .  

Paper  Three :  Geograph ica l  App l ica t ions .  Th is  un i t  compr ises  the  Issue
Eva luat ion  and  F ie ldwork .  Th is  exam cont r ibutes  to  30% of  f ina l  g rade .  The
length  o f  the  exam is  1  hour  30  minutes .  

F ie ldwork :  As  par t  o f  paper  th ree ,  pup i ls  w i l l  be  g iven  the  oppor tun i ty  to  par take
in  f ie ldwork  and  w i l l  v is i t  both  human and  phys ica l  l andscapes .  Dur ing  these
educat iona l  v is i ts ,  pup i ls  w i l l  need  to  exp lo re  the  two  cont ras t ing  locat ions  and
app ly  geograph ica l  sk i l l s .

GCSE GEOGRAPHY -  AQA

Potent ia l  Careers

Urban  Deve lopment
Env i ronmenta l  Management
Land  Surveyor
Teacher

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

The  GCSE Span ish  courses  have  been  deve loped  to  enab le  you  to  communicate
ef fec t i ve ly  us ing  a  fo re ign  language  and  deve lop  a  g reate r  awareness  of  another
cu l tu re .  There  i s  a  focus  on  us ing  a l l  four  language  sk i l l s  ( l i s ten ing ,  speak ing ,
read ing  and  wr i t ing)  in  rea l i s t ic  s i tua t ions .  You  w i l l  a lso  deve lop  key  language
learn ing  sk i l l s  wh ich  w i l l  a l low you  to  pursue  o ther  languages  much  more  eas i l y
in  the  fu tu re  as  we l l  as  enhanc ing  your  g rammat ica l  awareness  in  Eng l ish .  A
GCSE Language  can  be  an  exce l len t  add i t ion  to  a  CV  and  severa l  ca reers ;
accord ing  to  the  DfE ,  i t  i s  one  of  the  key  sk i l l s  tha t  make  young  peop le  more
employab le .  

Assessment

You  wi l l  be  assessed  on  the  fo l lowing  four  sk i l l  a reas :

A  l i s ten ing  exam at  the  end  of  Year  11  (wor th  25%)

A  read ing  exam at  the  end  of  Year  11  (wor th  25%)

A  speak ing  exam at  the  end  of  Year  11  (wor th  25%)  

A  wr i t ing  exam at  the  end  of  Year  11  (wor th  25%)

Theme One  –  Ident i t y  and  Cu l tu re :  Th is  theme beg ins  look ing  a t  re la t ionsh ips
wi th  f r iends  and  fami ly  in  the  modern  wor ld ,  before  exp lo r ing  our  everyday  use  of
modern  techno logy  and  the i r  benef i ts  and  dangers ,  as  we l l  as  the  use  and
overuse  of  mob i le  techno logy  in  our  day - to -day  l i ves .  The  course  then  de lves  in to
the  top ic  o f  f ree  t ime ,  tack l ing  var ious  g rammat ica l  tenses  and  ru les  before
f in ish ing  the  theme look ing  a t  customs and  fes t i va ls  o f  Span ish  speak ing
count r ies .  

Theme Two –  Loca l ,  Nat iona l ,  In te rnat iona l  and  G loba l  Areas  of  In te res t :  You  w i l l
d iscuss  your  loca l  a rea ,  descr ib ing  homes  and  look ing  a t  the  benef i ts  and
drawbacks  of  l i v ing  in  the  count rys ide ,  teach ing  you  to  compare  and  cont ras t  in  a
fore ign  language .  In  keep ing  w i th  the  cur rent  wor ld  events ,  theme 2  exp lo res
soc ia l  i ssues  such  as  hea l th  and  char i t y  work  in  tandem wi th  g loba l  i ssues  such
as  homelessness  and  he lp ing  o thers ,  and  the  env i ronment .  The  theme f in ishes  of f
on  a  l igh te r  note  where  you  w i l l  s tudy  the  wor ld  o f  Tour ism and  Trave l  us ing  the
past  tense .

Theme Three  –  Cur rent  and  Future  S tud ies  and  Employment :  The  f ina l  GCSE
theme looks  a t  l i fe  in  schoo l  and  co l lege ,  d iscuss ing  the  good  and  bad  of  ce r ta in
schoo l  aspects  and  us ing  moda l  ve rbs  before  mov ing  on  to  the  wor ld  o f  work ,
inc lud ing  job  app l ica t ions  in  the  ta rget  language ,  and  the  benef i ts  o f  s tudy ing  a t
un ive rs i t y .  A t  the  end  of  the  GCSE Span ish  course ,  you  w i l l  be  assessed  on  four
key  sk i l l s :  read ing ,  l i s ten ing ,  wr i t ing  and  speak ing .  Each  exam is  equa l l y  we ighted
at  25%.  

GCSE SPANISH -  AQA

Potent ia l  Careers

Trans la tor
Hosp i ta l i ty
Fore ign  Af fa i rs
Trave l  and  Tour ism

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum 

Computer  sc ience  w i l l  i nsp i re  and  equ ip  you  w i th  the  conf idence  to  use  sk i l l s  tha t
a re  re levant  to  p rogramming ,  app  deve lopment ,  web  des ign ,  computer  bu i ld ing ,
games  mak ing  and  the  in te rna l  work ings  of  a  computer  sys tem.   

Most  jobs  requ i re  computer -based  sk i l l s  and  these  sk i l l s  w i l l  be  requ i red  more  and
more  over  the  coming  years .  Computer  Sc ience  focuses  on  the  bu i ld ing  of  a
computer ,  how i t  works  and  c reat ion  o f  sof tware  us ing  p rogramming .   There  i s  a
mass ive  shor tage  of  p rogrammers  across  the  g lobe  and  jobs  a re  p lent i fu l  and  w i th
s ta r ing  sa la r ies  in  excess  of  £30 ,000 .

Assessment  

Pup i ls  w i l l  comple te  two  un i ts .  The  exam board  is  look ing  a t  chang ing  a t  l east  one
of  the  exams to  an  on l ine  exam.

Un i t  One :  Computer  Sys tems
(mandatory  exam)  (50%)

Th is  un i t  focuses  on  the  use  of  computers .   We  look  a t  the  in te rna l  work ings  of  a
computer  sys tem inc lud ing  the  a rch i tec tu re ,  memory  and  s to rage ,  ne twork
connect ions  and  p ro toco ls .   You  w i l l  a lso  s tudy  network  secur i t y ,  sys tem sof tware
and  how techno logy  impacts  on  our  l i ves ,  inc lud ing  Ar t i f i c ia l  In te l l igence  (A I ) .  

Un i t  Two:  Computat iona l  Th ink ing ,  A lgor i thms and  Programming
(mandatory  exam)  (50%)

In  th is  un i t  we  focus  on  p rogramming  us ing  Py thon  3 .   We  look  a t  a lgor i thms (wh ich
are  se ts  o f  ins t ruc t ions) ;  B inary ;  Boo lean  log ic ;  IDE ’s  the  Fundamenta ls  o f
Programming ;  and  you  have  the  chance  to  p roduce  a  robust  p rogram which  can  be  a
game.  

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE -  OCR

Potent ia l  Careers :

Programmer
Games Des igner
Network  Manager
Sof tware  Des igner
Web Deve loper
Computer  Bu i lder

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

Shou ld  you  opt  fo r  GCSE PE ,  you  w i l l  have  3  add i t iona l  l essons  of  PE  each  week .
These  lessons  w i l l  be  p redominant l y  theory -based  however ,  p rac t ica l  l essons  w i l l
be  in t roduced  where  appropr ia te .  You  w i l l  a t ta in  your  p ract ica l  marks  dur ing  core
PE  lessons .

Theory  and  p ract ica l  l essons  a re  taught  in  mixed  c lasses .  The  scheme of  work
incorpora tes  assessment  oppor tun i t ies  wh ich  use  the  GCSE grad ing  c r i te r ia .  You
may  a lso  be  asked  to  a t tend  some ex t racur r icu la r  ac t i v i t i es  fo r  example ,  Rock
Cl imbing .   The  sy l labus  is  d iv ided  in to  7  top ics ,  each  w i th  i ts  own assessment .
The  top ics  s tud ied  a re  as  fo l lows :

Anatomy
Phys io logy
Phys ica l  T ra in ing
Movement  Ana lys is
Spor ts  Psycho logy
Soc io -Cu l tu ra l  In f luences
Hea l th ,  F i tness  and  Wel l -be ing

The  PE  depar tment  i s  becoming  we l l - resourced  to  suppor t  you  w i th  your
theore t ica l  unders tand ing  and  you  w i l l  be  encouraged  to  expand  your  spor t ing
knowledge  th rough  var ious  fo rms of  med ia .  I f  you  opt  fo r  th is  course ,  you  shou ld
idea l l y  be  per fo rming  in  your  ma in  spor t  a t  c lub  leve l ,  ou ts ide  o f  schoo l ,  and  be
ab le  to  per fo rm at  a  h igh  leve l  ac ross  a t  l east  3  ac t i v i t i es  (1  must  be  a  team spor t
and  1  must  be  an  ind iv idua l  spor t ing  ac t i v i t y ) .

Assessment

The  depar tment  fo l lows  the  AQA spec i f ica t ion  wh ich  assesses  you  on  both
pract ica l  ab i l i t y  and  theore t ica l  knowledge .  40% of  the  course  is  a  p ract ica l
cont ro l led  assessment  and  you  w i l l  be  assessed  in  one  ind iv idua l  spor t ,  one  team
spor t  and  a  th i rd  f rom e i ther  an  ind iv idua l  o r  team spor t .  

I f  you  a re  to  ach ieve  your  t rue  potent ia l  in  your  chosen  a rea ,  i t  i s  expected  that
you  w i l l  be  work ing  on  these  a reas  outs ide  o f  schoo l  hours  by  a t tend ing  c lubs ,
t ra in ing  sess ions  and  ex t racur r icu la r  c lubs .  

10% of  your  g rade  is  ach ieved  by  comple t ing  a  Per fo rmance  Ana lys is  Assessment ;
a  cont ro l led  assessment  based  on  p ract ica l  ana lys is .  

A t  the  end  of  Year  11 ,  you  w i l l  s i t  two  ex te rna l  exams fo r  the  theory  e lement  o f
the  course  wh ich  represents  60% of  the  overa l l  GCSE grade .

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION -  AQA

Potent ia l  Careers :

Phys io therap is t
Teacher
F i tness  Ins t ructor
Forces  

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

Shou ld  you  opt  fo r  Spor ts  S tud ies ,  you  w i l l  have  3  add i t iona l  l essons  of  PE  each
week .  These  lessons  w i l l  be  sp l i t  i n to  theory  and  p ract ica l  l essons ,  usua l l y  a  3/2
sp l i t .  However ,  th is  may  vary  th roughout  the  course  dependent  on  the  c lasses
needs .  You  w i l l  a t ta in  some of  your  p ract ica l  marks  dur ing  core  PE  lessons .

You  w i l l  be  taught  in  mixed  c lasses ,  both  in  theory  and  p ract ica l  l essons .  The
scheme of  work  incorpora tes  assessment  oppor tun i t ies  wh ich  use  the  Spor ts
Stud ies  g rad ing  c r i te r ia .  You  may  a lso  be  asked  to  a t tend  some ex t racur r icu la r
act i v i t i es ,  fo r  example  Rock  C l imbing .

Assessment

The  depar tment  fo l lows  the  OCR Cambr idge  Nat iona l  Spec i f ica t ion  wh ich
assesses  pup i ls  on  th ree  un i ts  o f  work  these  cons is t  o f  the  fo l lowing :

R184  Contemporary  Issues  in  Spor t :  An  ex te rna l  un i t  assessed  th rough  an  exam.

R185  Per fo rmance  and  Leadersh ip  in  Spor ts  Act i v i t i es :  Th is  un i t  conta ins  5
top ics :

Top ic  1 -  Key  Components  o f  Per fo rmance :  You  w i l l  be  assessed  in  two
spor t ing  ac t i v i t i es  o f  your  cho ice
Top ic  2  -  App ly ing  Pract ice  Methods  to  Suppor t  Improvement  in  a  Spor t ing
Act iv i t y
Top ic  3  -  Organ is ing  and  P lann ing  a  Spor ts  Act i v i t y  Sess ion  
Top ic  4  -  Lead ing  a  Spor ts  Act i v i t y  Sess ion
Top ic  5  -  Rev iewing  Your  Own Per fo rmance  in  P lann ing  and  Lead ing  a  Spor ts
Act iv i t y  Sess ion .

R187  Increas ing  Awareness  of  Outdoor  and  Adventurous  Act i v i t i es :  Th is  un i t
conta ins  4  tasks .

Top ic  1  i s  f ind ing  p rov is ions  both  loca l l y  and  nat iona l l y  fo r  outdoor  and
adventurous  act i v i t i es
Top ic  2  i s  unders tand ing  the  equ ipment  and  techno logy  needed  fo r  outdoor
and  adventurous  act i v i t i es
Top ic  3  i s  p lann ing  fo r  and  par t ic ipat ing  in  an  outdoor  and  adventurous
act i v i t y
Top ic  4  i s  eva luat ing  your  p lann ing  fo r  an  outdoor  and  adventurous  act i v i t y .

The  f i rs t  un i t ,  Contemporary  Issues  in  Spor t ,  i s  an  ex te rna l l y  examined  un i t  and
wor th  40% of  the  overa l l  g rade .  The  Per fo rmance  and  Leadersh ip  in  Spor ts
Act iv i t i es  un i t  i s  a lso  wor th  40% of  your  overa l l  g rade .  Spor t  and  the  Med ia  un i t  i s
wor th  20% of  your  overa l l  g rade .  The  overa l l  g rade  is  ca lcu la ted  on  a  po in ts
scheme based  on  the  to ta l  over  a l l  3  un i ts .

GCSE CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN
SPORTS STUDIES  -  OCR

Potent ia l  Careers

Journa l is t
Spor t  Deve lopment
Spor ts  Coach
Spor ts  Of f ic ia l

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

A Cambr idge  Nat iona l  in  Hea l th  and  Soc ia l  Care  w i l l  equ ip  you  w i th  sound
spec ia l i s t  knowledge  and  sk i l l s  fo r  everyday  use .  You  w i l l  be  cha l lenged  by  an
in t roduct ion  to  demand ing  mater ia l  and  sk i l l s  wh ich  encourage  independence  and
creat i v i t y  and  p rov ide  tasks  that  engage  w i th  the  most  tax ing  aspects  o f  the
Nat iona l  Cur r icu lum.  Th is  inc ludes  Va lues  of  Care  and  the  cur rent  l eg is la t ion
requ i rements ,  as  we l l  as  the  impor tance  of  sof te r  sk i l l s  such  as  communicat ion
sk i l l s  wh ich  ensure  an  ind iv idua l ’ s  r igh t  to  independence  and  d ign i ty .  

You  w i l l  l ea rn  about  a  w ide  var ie ty  o f  hea l th  care  se t t ings ,  deve lop ing  a
knowledge  fo r  the  lega l i t i es  and  p rofess iona ls  invo lved  in  the  de l i ve ry  o f  care
f rom b i r th  to  the  e lder l y .  

Assessment

The  course  cons is ts  o f  the  fo l lowing  th ree  un i ts :  

R032  Pr inc ip les  o f  Care  in  Hea l th  and  Soc ia l  Care  Set t ings :  Wr i t ten  paper  OCR set
and  marked ,  1  hour  15  minutes  -  70  marks  (wor th  40%)  

R033  Suppor t ing  Ind iv idua ls  Through  L i fe  Events :  Cent re  assessed  tasks  OCR
moderated .  Ass ignment  se t  in  schoo l  wh ich  inc ludes  p ract ica l  tasks  (wor th  30%)  

R034 :  Creat i ve  and  Therapeut ic  Act i v i t i es :  Cent re  assessed  tasks  OCR moderated .
Ass ignment  se t  in  schoo l  wh ich  inc ludes  p ract ica l  tasks  (wor th  30%)  

OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN
HEALTH AND SOCIAL  CARE -  OCR

Potent ia l  Careers

Soc ia l  Worker
Carer
Ch i ldcare  /  Work ing  wi th
Chi ld ren
Midwi fe

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

The  GCSE in  Re l ig ious  Educat ion  covers  two  of  the  major  wor ld  fa i ths  and  four
contemporary  e th ica l  themes ,  ensur ing  you  have  a  d ive rse  cho ice  o f  in t r igu ing
sub jec ts  to  exp lo re .

You  w i l l  be  cha l lenged  w i th  quest ions  about  be l ie f ,  va lues ,  mean ing ,  purpose  and
t ru th ,  enab l ing  you  to  deve lop  your  own a t t i tudes  towards  re l ig ious  issues .  You
wi l l  a lso  ga in  an  apprec ia t ion  o f  how re l ig ion ,  ph i losophy  and  e th ics  fo rm the
bas is  o f  our  cu l tu re .  

You  w i l l  deve lop  ana ly t ica l  and  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing  sk i l l s ;  the  ab i l i t y  to  work  w i th
abst rac t  ideas ;  l eadersh ip  and  research  sk i l l s .  A l l  o f  these  sk i l l s  w i l l  he lp  p repare
you  fo r  fu r ther  s tudy .  

The  top ics  in  each  paper  a re :  -

Paper  One  -  Re l ig ion  (Chr is t ian  Be l ie fs  and  Pract ices  &  Is lamic  Be l ie fs  and
Pract ices)

Paper  Two -  Themes  (Fami l ies  &  Re la t ionsh ips ,  Re l ig ion  &  L i fe ,  C r ime  &
Pun ishment  and  Peace  &  Conf l i c t )

Assessment

Pup i ls  w i l l  s tudy  AQA Spec i f ica t ion  B

Paper  1  –  Re l ig ion  (Chr is t ian i t y  and  Is lam)
Paper  2  –  Themes  (Re la t ionsh ips ,  L i fe ,  C r ime  and  War )

100% of  a  pup i l ’ s  g rade  is  de te rmined  by  these  exams.

GCSE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION -  AQA

Potent ia l  Careers :

Teacher
Lecturer
Human Re la t ions
Pol i t ics

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

VCERT Creat i ve  Des ign  and  Product ion  w i l l  empower  you  w i th  indust ry - re levant
sk i l l s  and  knowledge  appropr ia te  to  a  range  of  g rowing  sectors  in  an  inc reas ing ly
techno log ica l  wor ld .  You  w i l l  ga in  awareness  of  rea l -wor ld  cha l lenges  and  learn
f rom wider  in f luences  on  the  des ign  indust ry ,  i nc lud ing  h is to r ica l ,  soc ia l ,  cu l tu ra l ,
env i ronmenta l  and  economic  fac tors .  

F rom ar ts  and  c ra f ts  to  postmodern ism,  our  new Creat i ve  Des ign  and  Product ion
VCERT wi l l  a l low you  to  exp lo re  the  h is to ry  o f  des ign ,  wh i ls t  l ea rn ing  the  key
pr inc ip les  o f  des ign ,  mater ia ls  and  p roduct ion  to  enab le  you  to  b r ing  your
c reat ions  to  l i fe .  You  w i l l  have  the  oppor tun i ty  to  app ly  techn ica l  and  p ract ica l
exper t ise  to  mul t ip le  des ign  b r ie fs .  

Th is  opt ion  a l lows  you  to  s tudy  core  techn ica l  p r inc ip les ,  des ign ing  and  mak ing
pr inc ip les ,  and  a  b road  range  of  des ign  p rocesses ,  mater ia ls ,  techn iques  and
equ ipment .

Th is  qua l i f i ca t ion  w i l l  p romote  your  unders tand ing  of :  
What  in f luences  a  des igner?
Des ign  Mater ia ls
Manufactur ing  p rocesses
What  a  Des ign  Br ie f  i s?
In t roduct ion  to  the  des ign  p rocess
Examin ing  the  des ign  p rocess
Des ign  Careers

Assessment

The  qua l i f i ca t ion  has  two  assessments  ex te rna l l y  se t  by  NCFE :  one  non -exam
assessment  and  one  wr i t ten  examined  assessment .  

Assessment
Breakdown

1 hour  and  30  minutes  examined  assessment
19  hours  non  examined  assessment

Non  –
Examined

Assessment

Weight ing
60%

Externa l ly  se t ,  in terna l ly  marked ,  and
externa l ly  moderated :
Synopt ic  p ro ject  s tar t ing  October  o f  Year  11

Examined
Assessment

Weight ing
40%

Externa l ly  se t  and  externa l ly  marked:
Wr i t ten  exam taken  in  June  of  Year  11

Tota l 100% Overa l l  qua l i f ica t ion  grades :
L1P,  L1M,  L1D,  L2P ,  L2M,  L2D,  LD2*

Arch i tect
Jo iner  
Carpenter
Bu i lder

NCFE TECHNICAL AWARD IN
CREATIVE  DESIGN AND PRODUCTION

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips

Mechanic
Civ i l  Eng ineer
In ter io r  Des igner

Potent ia l  Careers



 
Curr icu lum  

You  w i l l  p roduce  p ract ica l  and  c r i t i ca l  /  contex tua l  work  in  one  o r  more  a reas
inc lud ing :  d rawing  and  pa in t ing ,  mixed  med ia ,  scu lp tu re ,  l and  a r t ,  i ns ta l la t ion ,
p r in tmak ing ,  l ens -based  and/or  l igh t -based  med ia :  f i lm ,  te lev is ion ,  an imat ion ,  v ideo
and  photography .  You  w i l l  be  requ i red  to  submi t  a  substant ia l  por t fo l io  o f
coursework  inc lud ing  ev idence  of  research  and  p ract ica l  outcomes.  F ine  Ar t  can
lead  to  jobs  such  as :  I l l us t ra to r ,  Teacher ,  A r t  Therap is t ,  Museum Curator ,  Exh ib i t ion
Des igner  o r  Communi ty  Ar t is t .  

You  must  exp lo re  and  c reate  work  assoc ia ted  w i th  a reas  of  s tudy  f rom at  l east  two
t i t l es  l i s ted  be low:  

F ine  Ar t :  fo r  example ,  d rawing ,  pa in t ing ,  scu lp tu re ,  i ns ta l la t ion ,  l ens - / l igh t -based
media ,  photography  and  the  mov ing  image ,  p r in tmak ing ,  mixed  med ia ,  and  land  a r t .  

G raph ic  Communicat ion :  fo r  example ,  communicat ion  g raph ics ,  des ign  fo r  p r in t ,
adver t is ing  and  b rand ing ,  i l l us t ra t ion ,  package  des ign ,  t ypography ,  in te ract i ve
des ign ,  ( inc lud ing  web ,  app ,  and  game) ,  mu l t i -med ia ,  mot ion  g raph ics ,  s ignage ,  and
exh ib i t ion  g raph ics .  

Text i l e  Des ign :  fo r  example ,  a r t  tex t i l es ,  fash ion  des ign  and  i l l us t ra t ion ,  costume
des ign ,  const ructed  tex t i l es ,  p r in ted ,  and  dyed  tex t i l es ,  su r face  pat te rn ,  s t i tched
and/or  embe l l i shed  tex t i l es ,  sof t  fu rn ish ings  and/or  tex t i l es  fo r  in te r io rs ,  d ig i ta l
tex t i l es ,  and  ins ta l led  tex t i l es .  

Three -d imens iona l  Des ign :  fo r  example ,  a rch i tec tu ra l  des ign ,  scu lp tu re ,  ce ramics ,
p roduct  des ign ,  j ewe l le ry  and  body  adornment ,  i n te r io r  des ign ,
env i ronmenta l / landscape  garden  des ign ,  exh ib i t ion  des ign ,  th ree -d imens iona l
d ig i ta l  des ign  and  des igns  fo r  theat re ,  f i lm ,  and  te lev is ion .  

Photography :  fo r  example ,  por t ra i tu re ,  locat ion  photography ,  s tud io  photography ,
exper imenta l  imagery ,  i ns ta l la t ion ,  documentary  photography ,  photo journa l ism,
mov ing  image :  f i lm ,  v ideo  and  an imat ion ,  fash ion  photography .  

Assessment  

Pup i ls  a re  assessed  over  two  components :  

Component  One :  Pup i ls  w i l l  p roduce  a  coursework -based  por t fo l io  o f  work  (wor th
60% of  g rade) .

Component  Two:  Pup i ls  respond  to  a  s ta r t ing  po in t  f rom an  ex te rna l  se t
ass ignment  (wor th  40% of  g rade) .
 

GCSE ART,  CRAFT AND DESIGN -  AQA

Potent ia l  Careers :

Ar t is t
Museum Curator
In ter io r  Des igner
Landscap ing
Fash ion  Des ign
Market ing

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Curr icu lum

You  wi l l  p roduce  p ract ica l  and  c r i t i ca l  /  contex tua l  work  in  one  o r  more  a reas
inc lud ing  theme-based  photography  (por t ra i t ,  l andscape ,  s t i l l - l i fe ,  and  repor tage) ,
documentary  photography ,  photo journa l ism,  nar ra t i ve  photography ,  exper imenta l
imagery ,  photograph ic  ins ta l la t ion ,  new media  p ract ice ,  v ideo ,  te lev is ion ,  and  f i lm.

Photography  is  def ined  as  the  p ract ice  o f  p roduc ing  images  us ing  l igh t -sens i t i ve
mater ia ls  such  as  photograph ic  f i lm ,  o r  d ig i ta l  methods  of  deve lopment ,  and
product ion  to  c reate  s ta t ic  o r  mov ing  images .  You  w i l l  be  requ i red  to  work  in  one  o r
more  a reas  of  photography ,  such  as  those  l i s ted  be low:  

•  Por t ra i tu re  
•  Locat ion  Photography  
•  S tud io  Photography  
•  Exper imenta l  Imagery  
•  Ins ta l la t ion  
•  Documentary  Photography  
•  Photo journa l ism 
•  Mov ing  image :  f i lm ,  v ideo ,  and  an imat ion  
•  Fash ion  Photography  

You  may  exp lo re  over lapp ing  a reas  and  combinat ions  of  a reas  and  w i l l  be  requ i red
to  submi t  a  substant ia l  por t fo l io  o f  coursework  inc lud ing  ev idence  of  research  and
pract ica l  outcomes.  

Photography  can  lead  to  jobs  in :  
Photo journa l ism,  F i lm and  TV ,  Ar t  Photography ,  Forens ic  Photography ,  Documentary
Photography ,  An imat ion ,  Spor t  Photography  o r  Teach ing .

Assessment

You  wi l l  be  assessed  over  two  components :

Component  One :   You  w i l l  p roduce  a  coursework -based  por t fo l io  o f  work  (wor th  60%
of  g rade) .

Component  Two:   You  w i l l  respond  to  a  s ta r t ing  po in t  f rom an  ex te rna l  se t
ass ignment  (wor th  40% of  g rade) .

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY -  AQA

Potent ia l  Careers :

Photography
Adver t is ing
Media
F i lm Producer

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



NCFE TECHNICAL AWARD IN  FOOD
AND COOKERY
Curr icu lum

The  Leve l  1/2  Techn ica l  Award  in  Food  and  Cookery  i s  des igned  fo r  pup i ls  who  want
an  in t roduct ion  to  food  and  cookery  that  inc ludes  a  vocat iona l  and  p ro jec t -based
e lement .  The  qua l i f i ca t ion  w i l l  appea l  to  you  i f  you  w ish  to  pursue  a  career  in  the
food  indust ry  o r  p rogress  onto  fu r ther  s tudy .  The  Leve l  1  /  2  Techn ica l  Award  in
Food  and  Cookery  complements  GCSE qua l i f i ca t ions .  I t  i s  a imed  a t  pup i ls  who  a re
in te res ted  in  the  food  and  hosp i ta l i t y  sector  o r  want  to  lea rn  how to  l i ve  a  fu l l  and
hea l thy  l i fes ty le .

This  qua l i f ica t ion  wi l l  p romote  your  understand ing  of :  

•  Hea l th  and  safe ty  re la t ing  to  food ,  nu t r i t ion  and  the  cook ing  env i ronment  
•  Leg is la t ion  in  the  food  indust ry  
•  Food  p rovenance  
•  The  main  food  g roups ,  key  nut r ien ts  and  what  i s  requ i red  fo r  a  ba lanced  d ie t  
•  Factors  that  a f fec t  food  cho ice  
•  Rec ipe  deve lopment  and  how rec ipes  may  be  adapted  
•  App ly ing  p ract ica l  cook ing  sk i l l s  and  techn iques  
•  The  impor tance  of  p lann ing  a  menu  and  act ion  p lann ing  
•  Cate r ing  fo r  peop le  who  have  spec i f ic  d ie ta ry  requ i rements  
•  Eva luat ing  comple ted  d ishes  

Assessment

The  qua l i f i ca t ion  has  two  assessments  ex te rna l l y  se t  by  NCFE :  one  non -exam
assessment  and  one  wr i t ten  examined  assessment .

Potent ia l  Careers :

Chef
Cater ing
Restaurant  Manager
Food  Cr i t ic
Food  Product ion
Nutr i t ion is t

Assessment
Breakdown

1 hour  and  30  minutes  examined  assessment .
16  hours  30  minutes  non-examined  assessment .

Non  –
Examined

Assessment

Weight ing
60%

Externa l ly  se t ,  in terna l ly  marked ,  and
externa l ly  moderated :
Synopt ic  p ro ject  s tar t ing  October  o f  Year  11

Examined
Assessment

Weight ing
40%

Externa l ly  se t  and  externa l ly  marked:
Wr i t ten  exam taken  in  June  of  Year  11

Tota l 100% Overa l l  qua l i f ica t ion  grades :
L1P,  L1M,  L1D,  L2P ,  L2M,  L2D

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



Assessment
Breakdown

1 hour  and  30  minutes  examined  assessment
18  hours  non  examined  assessment

Non  –
Examined
Assessment

Weight ing
60%

Externa l ly  se t ,  in terna l ly  marked ,  and
externa l ly  moderated :
Synopt ic  p ro ject  s tar t ing  October  o f  Year  11

Examined
Assessment

Weight ing
40%

Externa l ly  se t  and  externa l ly  marked:
Wr i t ten  exam taken  in  June  of  Year  11

Tota l 100% Overa l l  qua l i f ica t ion  grades :
L1P,  L1M,  L1D,  L2P ,  L2M,  L2D,  L2D*

NCFE TECHNICAL AWARD IN  ENGINEERING
Curr icu lum

Our  Leve l  1/2  Techn ica l  Award  in  Eng ineer ing  focuses  on  d i f fe rent  d isc ip l ines  o f
eng ineer ing  and  how they  have  shaped  p roducts  and  p ro jec ts  in  the  modern  wor ld .
Pup i ls  w i l l  s tudy  the  eng ineer ing  p rocess  f rom end  to  end ,  l ea rn ing  core  sk i l l s  such
as  p roduct ion  p lann ing  techn iques ,  Computer -A ided  Des ign  (CAD) ,  and  app l ied
process ing  sk i l l s  and  techn iques ,  he lp ing  to  beg in  the i r  journey  in to  fu r ther  s tudy  o r
a  career  in  th is  exc i t ing  indust ry .  

This  qua l i f ica t ion  wi l l  p romote  your  understand ing  of :  

Eng ineer ing  d isc ip l ines
App l ied  sc ience  and  mathemat ics  in  eng ineer ing
How to  read  and  d raw eng ineer ing  d rawings
Eng ineer ing  mater ia ls  and  the i r  p roper t ies
Eng ineer ing  too ls ,  p rocess  and  mach ines  
Computer  A ided  Des ign  and  Computer  a ided  Manufacture
Product ion  p lann ing  techn iques
App l ied  p rocess ing  sk i l l s  and  techn iques

Assessment

The  qua l i f i ca t ion  has  two  assessments  ex te rna l l y  se t  by  NCFE :  one  non -exam
assessment  and  one  wr i t ten  examined  assessment .  

Potent ia l  Careers :

Decorator
E lect r ic ian
Plumber
T i le r
Jo iner
Bu i lder

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips



GCSE Drama -  AQA

Curr icu lum

Our  GCSE Drama of fe rs  pup i ls  the  oppor tun i ty  to  exp lo re  d rama as  a  p ract ica l  a r t
fo rm in  wh ich  ideas  and  mean ing  a re  communicated  to  an  aud ience  th rough
cho ices  of  fo rm,  s ty le  and  convent ion .

Pup i ls  w i l l  c reate ,  pe r fo rm and  respond  to  d rama in formed by  the i r  theore t ica l
knowledge  of  d rama and  theat re .

The  sub jec t  content  de ta i l s  the  knowledge ,  unders tand ing  and  sk i l l s  tha t  pup i ls
a re  expected  to  deve lop  th roughout  the  course  o f  s tudy .

The  sub jec t  content  fo r  GCSE Drama is  d iv ided  in to  th ree  components :

1 . Unders tand ing  d rama
2. Dev is ing  d rama
3. Texts  in  p ract ice

Gu idance  is  a lso  p rov ided  on  the  theat r ica l  sk i l l s  pup i ls  w i l l  need  to  work  on .
In  the  p ract ica l  components ,  pup i ls  may  spec ia l i se  in  per fo rming ,  l i gh t ing ,  sound ,
se t ,  costume and/or  puppets .

Assessment

Your  GCSE Drama course  is  assessed  though  th ree  separa te  b locks  of  l ea rn ing
ca l led  Components .

Component  One :  Unders tand ing  Drama 40% of  f ina l  mark
In  th is  component  you  w i l l  pe r fo rm two  separa te  ex t rac ts  f rom a  p lay  chosen  by
your  teacher .  You  can  choose  the  sk i l l  you  want  to  focus  on  inc lud ing  per fo rmance
or  an  e lement  o f  theat re  des ign .

Component  Two:  Dev is ing  Drama 40% of  f ina l  mark
In  th is  component  you  w i l l  dev ise  an  o r ig ina l  p iece  of  theat re .  You  can  choose  the
sk i l l  you  want  to  focus  on  inc lud ing  per fo rmance  or  an  e lement  o f  theat re  des ign .

Component  Three :  Text  in  Pract ice  20% of  f ina l  mark .  In  th is  component  you  w i l l
s i t  a  1  hour  45 -minute  exam.

Leve l  3  Qua l i f ica t ions

A Leve ls
T  Leve ls
Vocat iona l  Courses
Apprent icesh ips

Potent ia l  Careers :

Actor
Presenter
Runner/Broadcast ing
Communi ty  Ar ts
Theat re  D i rector  /  S tage
Manager

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification/subject-content/understanding-drama#Understanding_drama
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification/subject-content/devising-drama#Devising_drama
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification/subject-content/texts-in-practice#Texts_in_practice


HEAD OF  DEPARTMENT L IST  

Should  you  have  any  quer ies  regard ing  a  sub ject ,  p lease  contact  the
re levant  Head  of  Depar tment  v ia  emai l .  A l te rnat ive ly ,  p lease  contact
school  recept ion  on  T :  01325  380815.

Head of  Eng l ish  and  Drama ,  Mrs  Par ten
jpar ten@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  Maths ,  Miss  Rowlandson
l rowlandson@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  Sc ience ,  D r  Qu inn
cqu inn@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  H is to ry ,  Mr  B land
jb land@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  Geography ,  Mrs  McGregor
smcgregor@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Teacher  o f  Span ish ,  Miss  Lever ton
j lever ton@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  P .E ,  Spor ts  S tud ies  and  Hea l th  and  Soc ia l  Care ,  Mrs  Lees
l lees@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  L IFE  /  R .E ,  Mr  Brown
abrown@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  DT ,  Eng ineer ing  &  Food ,  Miss  Le ighton
mle ighton@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  Ar t  and  Photography ,  Mrs  Megahy
lmegahy@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Head  of  Computer  Sc ience ,  Mr  Metca l fe  
a lmetca l fe@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

For  a  paper  copy  of  th is  book le t ,  o r  to  rece ive  i t  in  a  d i f fe rent  language ,
p lease  contact  schoo l  recept ion .



   Get  ADVICE  f rom:
Your  parents  /
care rs
Your  teachers
Mr  Tat te rsa l l
In te rnet  Research
Fami ly  and
f r iends

Carefu l l y  cons ider
the  sub jec ts  that
you  cou ld  choose

f rom

Now ident i f y  your
s t rongest  sub jec ts

Now cons ider  the
sub jec ts  you  en joy

or  l i ke  the  sound  of

Do  some research
about  the  sub jec ts

that  you  haven ’ t
s tud ied  a t  schoo l

ye t

I f  these  sub jec ts
in te res t  you ,  ta lk  to

re levant  teachers
about  them

Do you  have  a  spec i f ic
job  o r  career  in  mind?

YES NO

Now rea l ly  THINK about  the  sub jects  that  you  have  cons idered  and  CHOOSE
your  opt ion  sub jects

MAKING CHOICES -
ADVICE  AND GUIDANCE 
Successfu l  Cho ices

Success  cannot  jus t  be  measured  by  g rades ,  o r  choos ing  sub jec ts  wh ich  peop le
th ink  a re  the  ‘best ’ .  Success  fo r  each  ind iv idua l  pup i l  w i l l  i nc lude :

•  Beat ing  your  goa ls
•  Ach iev ing  your  fu l l  po tent ia l
•  Deve lop ing  as  a  person
•  Ach iev ing  a  p lace  on  the  post -16  courses  that  w i l l  l ead  to  your  chosen  fu tu re
career

Choos ing  Your  Opt ions  F low Char t

Be low is  a  s imple  f low char t  to  he lp  gu ide  you  th rough  choos ing  your  opt ion
sub jec ts :

Research  the
sub jects  NEEDED

for  th is  k ind  of
career ,  o r  tha t
you ’d  need  to

enro l l  i n  fu r ther
educat ion  to  a l low
you  to  fo l low th is

career  path

Star t  to  th ink  about
what  you  might  o r

might  not  en joy  as  a
career .  D iscuss  th is
wi th  your  parents  /

care rs .  Use  the
book le t  and  opt ions
even ing  to  k ick -s ta r t

your  th ink ing



MAKING CHOICES -
ADVICE  AND GUIDANCE 

Do’s  and  Don ’ ts  When  Choos ing  Your  Opt ion  Sub jects

Making  Cho ices  –  Adv ice  for  Pup i ls

1.  Take  t ime  –  Don ’ t  choose  your  courses  s t ra ight  away .  Take  t ime  to  cons ider
your  opt ions  and  d iscuss  these  w i th  the  peop le  who  can  adv ise  you .  

2 .  Co l lec t  in fo rmat ion  and  adv ice  –  Do  some research  in to  the  jobs  you  may  be
in te res ted  in  when  you  leave  educat ion ,  and  wh ich  qua l i f i ca t ions  and  sub jec ts
you  may  need  to  s tudy .  You  need  to  fo l low th is  up  w i th  conversat ions  w i th  your
sub jec t  teachers  to  f ind  out  even  more .  Teachers ,  Tutors  and  even  Year  10  o r
Year  11  pup i ls  who  a re  a l ready  s tudy ing  the  courses  w i l l  be  ab le  to  he lp  you .  

3 .  Choose  fo r  yourse l f  -  Do  not  be  in f luenced  by  what  your  f r iends  a re  choos ing
or  by  wh ich  teacher  has  taught  you  th is  year .  Next  year  w i l l  be  d i f fe rent  and  you
wi l l  have  your  lessons  in  d i f fe rent  teach ing  g roups .  

4 .  Work  Hard  -  I t  i s  impor tant  tha t  whatever  opt ions  you  choose  to  s tudy  in  Year
10 ,  you  must  show matur i t y  and  commitment  by  a t tend ing  a l l  cu r rent  sub jec ts ,
mak ing  sure  you  do  your  best  dur ing  the  res t  o f  th is  year .  You  need  to  work  hard
in  a l l  your  sub jec ts  now so  that  you  make  good  p rogress  when  you  s ta r t  GCSE or
VOCATIONAL courses .  

Usefu l  Careers  Adv ice  

Cons ider  sub jec ts  you  th ink  you  w i l l  be  good  a t  and  w i l l  en joy .  You  may  w ish  to
exp lo re  poss ib le  careers .  However ,  a  ba lanced  range  of  sub jec ts  w i l l  ensure  as
many  opt ions  as  poss ib le  a re  open  to  you .  Ask  yourse l f :

•  Wh ich  sub jec ts  in te res t  me?  
•  Wh ich  sub jec ts  do  I  l i ke  and  why  do  I  l i ke  them? 
•  Wh ich  a re  my  best  sub jec ts  and  how do  I  know?  
•  What  do  my  teachers  say  my  s t rengths  a re?  
•  Wou ld  I  p re fe r  a  course  w i th  examinat ions  o r  coursework?  

Few employers  expect  spec i f ic  GCSE passes  w i th  the  except ion  of  Eng l ish ,  maths
and  sc ience .

Your  GCSE sub jec t  cho ices  and  the  g rades  you  ach ieve  can  a f fec t  your  ab i l i t y  to
s tudy  some sub jec ts  a t  s ix th  fo rm,  co l lege  o r  in  an  apprent icesh ip ,  so  speak  to
the  s ix th  fo rm and/or  co l lege  s ta f f  who  w i l l  be  there  on  opt ions  even ing .  I t
a lways  he lps  to  have  your  quest ions  ready  so  that  you  know exact l y  what  you
want  to  d iscuss .

In  some sub jec ts  l i ke  h is to ry  and  geography ,  i t  may  be  poss ib le  to  s tudy  these  a t
A  Leve l  w i thout  hav ing  f i rs t  taken  them at  GCSE.  However ,  th is  does  not  app ly  to
a l l  sub jec ts ,  fo r  example  languages .  To  be  sure ,  p lease  check  ent ry  requ i rements
wi th  post -16  s ta f f .  



These  are :

S ix th  Form
Col lege
Apprent icesh ip
Tra ineesh ip

Dur ing  the  course  of  Year  11  you ’ l l  have  to  dec ide :

What  do  I  want  to  do  next?
Where  and  how can  I  ach ieve  th is?
What  w i l l  be  ava i lab le?

Longf ie ld  Academy 
We’ve  been  deve lop ing  the  careers  sect ion  o f  our  webs i te  to  p rov ide  as  much  he lp
as  poss ib le  as  you  s ta r t  to  th ink  about  your  l i fe  a f te r  educat ion .  

Nat iona l  Careers  Serv ice
You  can  f ind  in fo rmat ion  on  job  sectors  and  spec i f ic  careers  us ing  the  ‘Career
Too ls ’  and  then  ‘Job  Prof i l es ’  on  the  Nat iona l  Careers  Serv ice  webs i te .
www.d i rec t .gov .uk/Nat iona lCareersServ ice  

Apprent icesh ips
An apprent icesh ip  i s  where  you  a re  lea rn ing  th rough  hands  on  exper ience  of  a  job
and  ga in ing  a  nat iona l l y  recogn ised  qua l i f i ca t ion .  To  f ind  out  more  in fo rmat ion  and
to  v iew vacanc ies ,  reg is te r  on l ine  a t  www.apprent icesh ips .o rg .uk  

Post-16  Opt ions
Choos ing  the  cor rec t  opt ions  is  the  f i rs t  ‘Key  Dec is ion  Po in t ’  most  young  peop le
wi l l  face  in  the i r  l i ves .  The  next  “Key  Dec is ion  Po in t ’  w i l l  be  when  they  choose  what
type  of  educat ion  dest ina t ion  to  move  on  to  a f te r  Year  11 .  

A l though  th is  may  seem a  long  way  of f ,  the  best  way  to  make  sure  you  can  do  what
you  want  in  the  fu tu re  i s  to  g ive  i t  some thought  now,  and  make  sure  the  cho ices
you  make  leave  as  many  opt ions  open  to  you  as  poss ib le .  Af te r  Year  11  you  w i l l
have  four  l ea rn ing  pathways .

MAKING CHOICES -
CAREERS WEBSITES AND USEFUL L INKS

https://careers.nalp.org.uk/longfield-careers-landing/

Examples  of  Ent ry  Requ i rements  for  Loca l  Co l leges :

Queen  E l izabeth  S ix th  Form Col lege :

A min imum of  5  GCSE ’s  a t  g rade  4  o r  above  inc lud ing  Eng l ish  language  or  maths .
However ,  p lease  be  aware  that  o ther  sub jec ts  may  have  add i t iona l  en t ry
requ i rements .  For  example ,  to  s tudy  maths  a t  A -Leve l ,  a  g rade  7  o r  above  in  maths
is  requ i red .

Dar l ington  Co l lege :
Leve l  1  /  2 ,  usua l l y  requ i res  a  min imum of  4  GCSE ’s  a t  g rade  2  o r  above ,
inc lud ing  Eng l ish  language  and  maths  
Leve l  3  courses  requ i re  a  min imum of  5  GCSE ’s  a t  g rade  4  o r  above  inc lud ing
Eng l ish  language  and/or  maths
T  Leve l  course  requ i re  a  min imum of  5  GCSE ’s  a t  g rade  5  o r  above  inc lud ing
Eng l ish  language  and  Maths

Carmel  Co l lege  S ix th  Form:
A min imum of  5  GCSEs  g rade  4  o r  above ,  inc lud ing  Eng l ish  language  and  maths ,  and
any  o ther  sub jec t -based  g rades  as  spec i f ied  on  the i r  webs i te .

Ent ry  requ i rements  can  d i f fe r  fo r  each  course  and  each  co l lege .  P lease  use  the
co l lege  webs i tes  o r  speak  w i th  the i r  app l ica t ion  teams to  f ind  out  the  ent ry
requ i rements  fo r  the  courses  /  co l leges  you  a re  in te res ted  in .

http://www.direct.gov.uk/NationalCareersService
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
https://careers.nalp.org.uk/longfield-careers-landing/


What  to  do  next  -  

The  be low opt ions  form wi l l  open  on  Thursday  5 th  February  2026.
You  wi l l  need  to  complete  th is  by  midn ight  on  Sunday  8  February
2026

t h

Cl ick  the  l ink  be low to  complete  your  on l ine  opt ions  form:  

I t  may  seem l i ke  a  long  t ime  away ,  bu t  i f  you  a re  cons ider ing  app ly ing  to  a
compet i t i ve  un ive rs i t y  and  espec ia l l y  a  compet i t i ve  course  a t  a  compet i t i ve
un ivers i t y ,  i t  i s  impor tant  tha t  you  cons ider  a l l  the  aspects  o f  the  ent rance
requ i rements ,  i nc lud ing  the  GCSE requ i rements .

The  summary  be low g ives  an  idea  of  the  GCSE requ i rements  that  you  might  come
across  fo r  ce r ta in  degree  courses .  Remember  that  these  a re  on ly  examples .  I t  i s
impor tant  to  check  un ive rs i t y  webs i tes  fo r  de ta i led  requ i rements  before  app ly ing .

•  App l icants  to  s tudy  med ic ine  a re  usua l l y  requ i red  to  have  ve ry  good  GCSE resu l ts
in  maths ,  sc ience  and  Eng l ish

•  For  a  degree  in  Eng l ish ,  un ive rs i t ies  o f ten  look  fo r  app l icants  to  have  a  GCSE in  a
modern  fo re ign  language

•  A  g rade  6+  in  maths  and  somet imes  sc ience  is  o f ten  requ i red  fo r  a  degree  in
psycho logy  o r  teacher  t ra in ing

Many  courses  a t  un ive rs i t y  l eve l  bu i ld  on  knowledge  wh ich  you  w i l l  ga in  wh i ls t
s tudy ing  a t  Longf ie ld  Academy.  Where  th is  i s  the  case ,  un ive rs i t ies  need  to  make
sure  that  a l l  the  pup i ls  they  admi t  have  p repared  themse lves  in  the  best  way  to
cope  w i th  the i r  chosen  course .  

For  th is  reason ,  some of  the  top  un ive rs i t y  courses  may  requ i re  pup i ls  to  have
stud ied  a  spec i f ic  sub jec t  a t  A - leve l  p r io r  to  ent ry ,  o thers  may  not .   

I f  you  a re  cons ider ing  un ive rs i t y  o r  comple t ing  a  degree  course ,  make  sure  you
research  and  exp lo re  ent ry  requ i rements .  

V is i t  the  fo l lowing  he lp fu l  webs i tes :  -

www.ucas .ac .uk   

www. russe l lg roup .org/ In formedCho ices - la tes t   

THINKING AHEAD. . .  
CONSIDERING UNIVERSITY

e :  enqu i r ies@longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk
T :  01325  380815

w:  longf ie ld .na lp .o rg .uk

Final Options Form - please click her to complete.

http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.russellgroup.org/InformedChoices-latest
https://forms.office.com/e/0tCeSJ2vxX

